Use of a dried plasma collection card for simplified diagnosis of Helicobacter pylori infection.
To compare testing for Helicobacter pylori IgG antibodies using a dried plasma collection card device with specimens obtained by venepuncture. Eighty-four patients underwent testing for H. pylori IgG antibodies by venepuncture and by fingerstick using a single drop of blood placed on each of two dried plasma collection card devices. The correlation of venepuncture results to dried plasma card results was assessed. There was a high degree of correlation of EIA results between venepuncture and dried plasma card specimens (r=0.98). The qualitative result of the first dried plasma card and venepuncture specimen testing differed in 7 of 84 patients and for the second dried plasma card differed in 7 of 82 patients. The first dried plasma card was 93% sensitive and 100% specific and the second was 93% sensitive and 98% specific as compared to the venepuncture result. There was a high degree of correlation between the first and second dried plasma cards (r=0.996). The dried plasma collection card has adequate sensitivity and excellent specificity as compared to venepuncture specimens and is a feasible alternative for H. pylori IgG antibody testing.